Social Impact Assessment of the Ecological Enhancement Works in River Channels

Questionnaire for the Public



Section A.
Please circle the corresponding answers:

1. What is your gender?

a) Male         b) Female

2. What is your age?

        a) under 12      b) 12-17      c) 18-24      d) 25-34      e) 35-44      f) 45-54      g) 55-64          h) 65-74      i) 75+ 
3. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed? If currently enrolled, circle highest degree received.

a) No schooling completed      b) Primary school      c) Secondary school, no diploma       d) High school graduate, diploma or the equivalent (e.g. DSE, A level)                              e) Some college credit, no degree      f) Trade/technical/vocational training            g)Associate degree      i) Bachelor’s degree      j) Master’s degree                                        k) Professional degree      l) Doctorate degree

4. Are you currently…?

a) Employed for wages      b) Self-employed      c) Out of work and looking for work            d) Out of work but not currently looking for work      e) A homemaker    f) A student            g) Retired      h) Unable to work
5. How much is your monthly household income?
a) <$10,000      b) $10,000 - 19,999      c) $20,000 – 40,000      d) >$40,000

6. Are you a _________ of the study region?

a) Resident      b) Visitor      c) Just passed by


Section B.
Currently we are studying the possible impacts created by the ecological enhancement works in river channels. Specifically, a section of the lower Lam Tsuen River is chosen as the site trials for the assessment. Through this project, the Government aims to enhance the physical environment and ecological connectivity for facilitating the colonization of aquatic flora and fauna. In order to do so, the concrete bed was replaced with natural materials with the application of bio-engineering. Besides, riparian planting was applied to enhance the low-flow channel.

At present, the assessments such as ecological and water quality monitoring have been conducted. It is found that there is significant ecological connectivity enhancement, enhanced in-stream habitat complexity and a reduction in flow velocity at pool areas. This questionnaire is for consulting the public in order to have public’s comments and opinions on the environmental issues as well as the possible social impacts brought out by the project. Therefore, your input and participation will be highly appreciated. 

Please view the following pictures and give your answers to the following questions.
Visiting Behaviour 

7.  Do you frequently visit the study area (i.e. Lower Lam Tsuen River)?

a)   Always      b) Sometimes      c) Seldom       d) Never

8. Why are you here?

a) Walking     b) Access elsewhere     c) Walking the dog     d) Wildlife     e) School Visit

9. Do you recognize the changes made to the study area?

a) Yes     b) No      c) Just realize after doing the questionnaire

10. Have you increased the frequency in visiting the study area after the implementation of the ecological enhancement project (i.e. date)?

a) Yes     b) No     c) Not sure     d) It is my first time here

Attractiveness
11. Please rate the attractiveness of the study area before the implementation of the enhancement project:
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Scale: From 0, very unattractive to 10, very attractive

12. Please rate the attractiveness of the study area after the implementation of the enhancement project.

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Scale: From 0, very unattractive to 10, very attractive

13. How do feel about the surrounding environment? Please circle all that apply.
a) Feeling happy      b) Forgetting trouble      c) Reduced anxiety      d) Annoying                    e) Irritating               f) Others. Please specify: ________________
Importance of different factors in the implementation of the project: Changes people would like to see to the river and values that people attach to their recreational use
14. Below are some factors that are regarded to be taken into account in deciding the scale of the project. Please indicate how much weight you think should be given to each of these factors:

Scale: From 0, no importance to 10, very important

a) Recreational opportunities within the study area 
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

b) Wildlife habitats

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

c) Views from the residential area
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

d) Cost of implementing the revitalized project
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

e) Disturbance to everyday life caused by construction work 
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Preferred landscape features
15. Suppose the study area will be developed into a city park and become an art and cultural space like the West Kowloon Cultural District. In thinking of your ideal river bank setting, what kinds of facilities/infrastructure would you like to include in the area? Please circle all that apply.
a) Art exhibit area      b) Walkways alongside the river e.g. landscape decks, footbridge

c) Picnic facilities (e.g. tables and benches)     d) bike lanes 
e) Others social facilities: Please specify: _______________________
Public Preferences for public consultation
16. In your opinion, who should be consulted?

a) Only consult the general public directly      

b) Only consult through representatives such as district councils, residents’ committees, green groups, wildlife and amenity groups etc.

c) Consult both the public directly and representatives
d) None

e) Others. Please specify: __________________________
Feedbacks on the project
17. Do you think it is meaningful to implement ecological enhancement works in river channels?

a) Yes     b) No      c) Maybe     d) Uncertain      e) Don’t know
18. Do you agree whether the following objectives has/have been achieved by the projects? Please rate for the following:
Scale: From 0, no importance to 10, very important

a) Education      
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
b) Public Involvement  
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
c) Urban Upgrading    
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
d) Public Health

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

e) Quality of Life
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

f) Amenity/Passive Recreation Opportunities (e.g. natural observation, picnicking, walking and relaxation)
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

g) Visual Improvement      
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
h) Ecological Improvement     
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
i) Flood Control
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

j) Riverside Safety

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

19. How do you feel about the project?
a) Very positive      b) Positive      c) Neutral    d) Pessimistic      e) Very Pessimistic

f) Uncertain

Monetary Value: Willing to trade project value for own money
20. Are you prepared to pay, on behalf of the household, a small increase in tax each year to return rivers to a more natural condition? Please consider the following factors before you answer the question: i) your household income and expenditure; ii) the social and environmental features of the area; iii) your spending habits and preferences
a) Yes     b) No      c) Maybe     d) Uncertain      e) Don’t know
21. For respondents who choose answer a) and c), please answer the following question:

How much are you prepared to pay in supporting such programs per year? (The following amount of money are presented as regular expense of an average individual in Hong Kong dollars)
a) Coffee ($30)     b) A meal ($50)     c) Movie Ticket ($90)     d) Hair dryer ($150)               e) Digital watch ($200)      f) Branded running shoes ($350)         g) A ticket to amusement park ($400)     h) Others: please specify the amount _____________
22. What are your motivations of paying for the support the program? Please rate for the following:
Scale: From 0, strongly disagree to 10, strong agree
a)  “It is a right thing and you are responsible to protect the environment”
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

b)  “Vegetation and animals have their rights to live and they are worth preserving”
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
c) “You want to make sure that there is adequate supply of green spaces for beautifying the living environment”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

d)  “You are hoping to increase the supply of green spaces for recreational opportunities (e.g. natural observation and picnicking) 
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

e) “You are hoping to increase the supply of green spaces for improvements in air quality”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

f) “You care about the future generations and the residents in the area”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

For respondents who choose answer b), d) and e), please answer the following question:

23. What are your motivations for not paying the program? Please rate for the following:

Scale: From 0, strongly disagree to 10, strongly agree
a)  “There are more urgent needs in other sectors (e.g. social services, housing)”
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

b)  “It is the responsibility of the government, not citizens”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
c)  “You cannot afford”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

d)  “It is a small-scale project. It cannot help much to improve the living environment.”

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
24. How much do you think the project should cost to be reasonable? (expressed in Hong Kong dollars)
a) $ 1.5 Million      b) $2.5 Millions      c) $ 3.5 Millions      d) $4.5 Millions     e) $5.5 Millions

Overall outcome and Future Considerations
25. To what extent would you approve the implementation of the enhancement?
1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Scale: From 0, strongly disapprove to 10, strongly approve
26. Will you pay more visits to the study area after knowing the improvement made to the area for recreation?

b) Yes     b) No      c) Maybe     d) Not sure      e) Do not care
27. Do you think the Government should continue similar revitalization projects in all river regions in Hong Kong?

a) Yes     b) No      c) Maybe     d) Not sure      e) Do not care

28. One of our aims is to raise public awareness of river restoration. Are you willing to become a volunteer to take the ownership of the restored river? If so, how many hours you would like to contribute per month? 

a) Yes. Please specify the hours you would like to contribute: _______________

b) No     c) Maybe      d) Not sure      3) Do not care
Below is an optional section of the questionnaire. Once again, we would like to thank you for your time and effort contributed for the project. 



Section C. 

29. Please describe how you feel about the enhanced area. (Respondents are encouraged to report everything they could observed, visions, noises, smells as well as wishes and judgements)
30. What are your most concerned issues for the ecological enhancement project? (e.g. budget used on the implementation of the project,   
31. What do you expect the enhancement scheme will bring? (e.g. improvements for quality of life, recreational possibilities, environment, city planning, economy, flood protection)
32. What kind of actions do you think should be made accompanied with the project so as to increase the positive impacts/outcome? (e.g. the construction of nature education center, the implementation of facilities to allow access to the river by the public)
The End
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